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In Memory of Dr. Durga Dahal

Volume 38, Number 1

I had the pleasure of knowing Dr. Durga Dahal for more
than a decade, and was fortunate to meet with him several
times. The Association of Nepalis in the Americas (ANA) is
what brought us closer together, and it provided us a plat-
form to collaborate in organizing programs in Chicago, Bal-
timore, Atlanta and other locations. In Chicago in 2018, Dr.
Dahal organized a program related to Economic Develop-
ment in Nepal and asked me to co-moderate it with him, and
also to make some remarks. The program went very ell, and
his colorful moderation was especially noted. As a professor
of English, he often used fancy and yet poetic words in de-
scribing everyday event, which was fun to listen to.

A poet by heart, and a team player by nature, Durga jee was
easy to work with. He brought a deep passion to everything
he did including organizing literary sessions, talk programs,
publication projects and other types of forums. He poured
his deep passion into everything he did. In the meantime, he
was a carefree individual, who wanted to take life easy and
not too seriously. In the popular Hindi parlance, he could
have been best described as a “Bindas”, meaning he was a
free soul and was mostly not bound by the mundane and
practical considerations all the time.

He travelled widely, and stayed in the places he liked for
weeks. In July 2019, when the ANA-led Nepali National
Convention in Baltimore was completed, and most of us
were heading towards airports or to our respective local
homes, he was coolly sitting in the hotel lobby sipping some
drinks. I asked him when he was returning to California. He

A
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Association of Nepalis in the Americas (ANA)

i

mlll/ﬁ%ﬁ/////zykll.As ,

Dr. Ambika Prasad Adhikari
Member of the Board of Trustees, ANA
Phoenix, AZ, USA

causally responded “Maybe in two weeks, as I am a
Bindas™!

Durga jee as the VP contributed to the ANA immensely, and
his personal touch in relating to the colleague was immeas-
urable. He is dearly missed, but lives in our personal memo-
ries and institutional records of the ANA.
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Heartfelt Condolence to Social Icon Dr.
Durga Dahal. May the departed soul Rest
in Peace and his loved ones have the
strength to overcome this lifetime loss!

Salute! Dr. Dahal's contribution to Nepali

language, literature, and his unconditional
services to the various organizations of
Nepali diasporais an asset and he will be

with us forever on all fronts.

With respect,

Bimal Nepal

Former president
Nepalese Association in Southeast America
(NASeA)
West Palm Beach, Florida
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Prof. Dr. Durga Dahal: A Tribute in Words

Volume 37, Number 1

When I received a call from Sarvagya Wagle Bhai, about the
most tragic passing away of one of my very few bosom
friends, Prof. Dr. Durga Dahal, it came to me, unlike his
other previous calls, like a bolt from the blue. At that time, I
was in my bedroom and I was extremely shocked. I sank
down in the chair with my mobile phone at my grip. I was
looking at the stubborn wall speculating about Durga ji and
our plans, then about this mortal life full of dust!

A handsome young man, with a lovely gesture, smile in face,
having passion for warm friendship Dr, Durga Dahal was
one of my best friends!

I first met him in Perth, a growing major city of Western
South point of Australia, some three years ago when many
of us had assembled to attend an international program of
INLS. Once we met at first at the dining hall we were al-
ways together during the morning walks in the sea beaches,
stays, dinners and the evening trips around. On the second
day, having finished his talk and poetic presentation, when
he came to seat near me relaxed at the far back, he told me
that he too wanted to put up an INLS award in his parent's
name. I informed him about the other previous quite a few
awards. That evening before the closing of the program for
the day, he asked for 'a small time' as he told, then declared
the award of the biggest amount until that time.

After that, back in the USA, we had frequent phone calls and
talked about INLS, Nepal and other various matters of inter-
est.

Then again, we met in New Hampshire for the same INLS
meet. There too our whereabouts were the same. There dur-
ing the program, an INLS trusty participant and Ram Lama
INLS award sponsor Mr.Ram Lama Abinashi took a friend-
ly concern on behalf of Dr. Dahal, and told me that the
award Dr. Dahal had announced in Australia should be for-
malized there, and no late. I told the same to the Chairper-
son. And Dr. Dahal was invited to the podium, he gave a
short speech which was imbued with serenity and deep
thoughts, sense of organizational pride and support along
with of course, personal modesty- all out of his personal
nobility and talent. Then the MOE was done there as
Basudev-Malati INLS award.

Then in London, we five — Dr. Dahal and his better half, me
and my better half along with our Bhanja Devraj Sedhain, a
resident of London - roamed all day long around London.
During those unforgettable long hours, we were cutting
some jokes, took stakes in a few plays on the way and he
was all the time suggesting me to jot down the important
events, dates and sights. We had lots of fun there.

In Nov 2020 Mr. Lil Bahadur Chhetree, one of the very few
living great and widely renowned Nepalese littérateurs from
Assam (India) was very highly and prestigiously honored by
the Basudev -Malati INLS award.
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Mohan Sitoula
Austin, TX

Then we had a plan to go to Japan for the next INLS pro-
gram. But somehow, he could not make it as he was invited
earlier to Nepal for a few presentations by himself and hon-
ors to be given to him. After Japan I went to Nepal and was
busy to go to the west and east of Nepal for a few programs.

When I was in Jhapa we were in frequent contacts and when
I came back to KTM at Chabahal (Chabel), I invited him for
a dinner and a night stay at mine. He told me to visit him
instead, as soon as possible, as he was ill, and would like to
talk some. After a few days, I went with my youngest son.
It was a surprisingly shocking event there - very new to me
all my life so far - unexpected at all. I knew for long that he
had sugar and earlier in Kathmandu, I was told that he was
wounded in leg. Just that much! I went inside his room, had
gossips over a cup of tea. Then I wanted to see his wound.
He told fondly may not be that necessary. I was anxious to
see and saw his left leg covered by a quilt and stretched on
the side of the window of his cot. All of a sudden, I bounced
back like a ball bumped hard against a wall. I cannot say
more than this now.... ! But he was smiling with his usual
serene facial gesture. I was so serious and mute that I could
not talk at all for a few minutes. Then I settled myself,
talked about his accident, treatment etc. his and my writings,
miscellanies about Nepal, chats with the family people.
Then we had good lunch, gave him some of my books and
came back home, of course, with a heavy mind as well as a
heavy bag with his many books.

After that too, we met in two literary talks organized for him
by Radheshyam ji and others. After those programs I was
much more settled about him, anyway.

Back in the States during these days we were talking over
the phone calls and planning to enhance the Nepalese cause
of language, literature and cultures worldwide on the one
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hand and other languages and cultures of Nepal, on the oth-
er.

A sharp critical mind imbued with vast studies, enriched
with wide ranges of experiences and deep thoughts, he was a
very good commentator with useful, thoughtful and fearless-
ly bold expressions!

A patriot by uncompromising sentiment, he had precious self
-confident and had an amicable pride of self- respect. Dr.
Dahal was a lover of liberty and a fighter for freedom and
above all, a thinker about democracy. He was always re-
spectful of others' opinions too, which made him lovelier in
relations and always receiving by and to all.

He was out and out a creative mind already having published
a poetic collection in Nepali Anubhavaka Anubhutiharu
(Realization of Experiences) and another in English -
Sensations of Soul - in press! Apart from this, a separate
book can be published out of the collection of his varied
articles, commentaries and other usual written expressions.

He was a lover of organizations and supported them mean-
ingfully with mind and matters!

A detail study of his poetic fervor, the length and breadth of
his creative approaches and their universal appeal etc. as
found in his Nepali and English anthologies 'Anubhavaka
Anubhutiharu' and 'Sensations of Soul' (in press) respective-

ly will have to be dealt with separately including his miscel-
laneous articles published variously.

Yes, Durga! Like all mortals you too were made of dust!
But I will not forget your profound personality full of flow-
ers of this mother earth and their sweet and heavenly fra-
grance in and out of your being! There was an awakening
consciousness in your soundly burning divine soul!

Oh! Durga! I missed you so sorrowfully! Such a multitude
number of the Nepalese are in great painful loss from your
untimely passing away! Of course, it is a kind of emptiness
in me! All this loss and emptiness may or may not be recov-
ered!

I appeal to all concerned to jointly work together to fulfill his
organizational, social, national, humanitarian and other uni-
versal wishes.

I express my deepfelt condolence to the bereaved family
members! I pray for eternal peace to your departed soul, Oh
Dear Durga!

All Bida Durga ji !

Mohan Sitoula
Austin, TX USA
Jan 28, 2021
Magh 15, 2077 BS
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I am honored and blessed to have
known Dr. Durga Dahal. He was truly
a blessing for us and the whole ANA
family. We will miss him. On behalf of
ANA trustees, | would like to extend
my heartfelt condolences and
deepest sympathy for the Dahal
family.

Dr. Shambhu Dhungana
Chair
Board of Trustees, ANA
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Tribute to

ANA Sandesh

Durga Sir

Dr. Durga Dahal was a very passionate and multidimen-
sional personality. Born, raised, and schooled in Assam,
India he had vast knowledge and exposure to various
cultures, caste, and creed. A great teacher in the core,
his soul was full of poetry, journalism, and social activi-
ties.

I have known him since 1992 when he was an English
Lecturer at Damak Multiple Campus, Jhapa and 1 was
running tuition classes here and there as a young boy-
just out of intermediate course. The society, campus
family and political sectors loved his subtle jokes, im-
mense personality, and polite manner. City took lots of
advantages from his social activities for the awareness
campaign. Later I met him in the USA after years apart,
but we used to share the same public networks. He creat-
ed a huge public network in the Diaspora and generated
a name for himself. I was very proud of him since we
have a family relationship.

I was elected ANA president in 2017 and the organiza-
tion was required to save massive ongoing branding defi-
cit after being the legendary Brand for so long. I started
reaching out to bring good people and with good names
and fame within the North American Diaspora. Durga
Sir (we called him dearly) was one of those names that
popped into my head. I called and requested him to join
the ANA leadership team. He was shocked, surprised
but felt really respected and told me " I cannot deny you"
in no time. Then the rest became history. He fulfilled his
duty and assignment with due diligence, but I could not
communicate as much as I wanted since I was in ANA-
revitalization and rebuilding effort during my tenure

Volume 37, Number 1
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Medini Adhikari
Former President, ANA

with him.

We thought one day he may lead all of us- especially the
new team as juniors to him and we sought his guid-
ance. He was just a community asset, used to work full
time for the community spreading his positive vibes
through workshops, poetry, and journalism.

At the end, the diaspora lost a passionate activist, ANA
lost a witty family member, the family lost an awesome
husband and wonderful father, but we lost a real guid-
ance.

You will be dearly missed dear Durga Sir! May the al-
mighty adore your beautiful soul in Heaven!
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